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Overall, salaries were up slightly since 2016
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Salaries have increased since 1985 when viewed in current
dollars

Note: Current dollars are the value in the year the salary was reported.
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But when adjusted for inflation, salaries have been flat

Note: Constant dollars are calculated using 1982 as the base year.
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Salaries varied widely depending on where respondents worked.

Asian respondents earned the highest salaries in 2019

Note: Hispanic respondents are included in more than one category because that question was asked separately. Salaries for
other categories are not reported because of the small number of people who responded.
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Some people with a master's degree made less than those with a
bachelor's degree
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Unemployment for ACS
members was flat since 2016
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Unemployment was
highest for chemists with
only a bachelor's degree
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An almost equal proportion worked in industry and academia

Industry: 45.2 %

Academia: 41.6 %

Government or military: 7.5 %

Self-employed: 2.2 %

Other: 3.5 %
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The majority had a doctoral degree

Note: Other includes associate's or equivalent degree, or no degree.

Bachelor's: 15.0 %

Master's: 17.2 %

Doctorate: 67.2 %

Other: 0.6 %

Most respondents were native US citizens

US native: 83.0 %

US naturalized: 9.9 %

US permanent resident visa: 4.3 %

Other visa: 2.7 %

Prefer not to answer: 0.1 %
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ACS for the first time collected gender information for
members who are nonbinary

Male: 64.1 %

Female: 35.3 %

Nonbinary/third gender

Prefer not to answer

Respondents were predominantly white

Note: Numbers do not add to 100% because Hispanic was asked as a separate question and some people preferred not to an
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A small percentage identified themselves as disabled

Most were 46–60 years old, and the median age was 49

Ages 20–25: 2.2 %

Ages 26–30: 6.5 %

Ages 31–35: 10.8 %

Ages 36–45: 23.0 %

Ages 46–60: 39.8 %

Ages 61–70: 17.7 %
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These are the top 10 industries in which respondents worked
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Those in education fields worked in a variety of jobs, with men
significantly outnumbering women in faculty positions
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than young
graduates in
employment
surveys

Extending the dues
waiver for
unemployed members

Your voice counts:
demystifying ACS’s
employment surveys

The LC Side of "Do
More with Less"
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